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Women’s Rights Movement
Before the Civil War

1776 – New Jersey state constitution enfranchises “all free inhabitants” and two later laws 
specifically mention women voters

1787 – US Constitution ratified. States are granted the right to set voter qualifications

1792 – Vindication of the Rights of Women written by Mary Wollstonecraft

1807 – New Jersey strips all women of the right to vote

1809 – Connecticut passes a law allowing women to write wills

1821 – Connecticut enacts the first abortion law

1815 – Beginning of the Female Seminary movement to educate women

1831 – Reverend Charles Grandison Finney began allowing women to pray aloud in 
gatherings of men and women.

1833 – American Anti-Slavery Society formed. After the society would not allow women 
to sign the declarations, the Female Anti-Slavery Society was formed

1836 – Angelina Grimké wrote a pamphlet encouraging women to work for abolition. 
When she and her sister Sarah were criticized for speaking in public, they began to 
work for Women’s rights.

Ernestine Rose began lecturing to groups of women on the subject of the "Science 
of Government" including the enfranchisement of women

1837 – First 4 women admitted to Oberlin College, 3 earned degrees in 1841

1839 – Mississippi passes the first (limited) statute giving married women property rights

1840 – World Anti-Slavery Convention in London refuses to seat women delegates from 
the American Anti-Slavery Society, inspiring Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia
Mott to hold a Women’s rights conference.

1845 – Margaret Fuller published The Great Lawsuit, asking women to claim themselves 
as self-dependent

1848 – Gerrit Smith made woman suffrage a plank in the Liberty Party platform

Seneca Falls Conference – resulting in the Declaration of Rights and Sentiments

New York passes Married Women’s Property Act

Anesthesia first used in childbirth

1850 – First of 10 annual National Women’s Rights Conventions 

1860-1865 – Civil War – attention was focused on the emancipation of slaves instead of 
Women’s Rights

Source: Women's Rights Before the Civil War, Laura Donnaway, http://www.loyno.edu/~history/journal/1984-5/donnaway.htm#3 and https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/awhhtml/awlaw3/property_law.html

http://www.loyno.edu/~history/journal/1984-5/donnaway.htm#3
https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/awhhtml/awlaw3/property_law.html
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The Education of Women
A Vindication of the Rights of Woman: with Strictures on

Political and Moral Subjects (1792). In it, Mary Wollstonecraft

responds to those educational and political theorists of the

18th century who did not believe women should have an

education. She argues that women ought to have an education

commensurate with their position in society, claiming that

women are essential to the nation because they educate its

children and because they could be "companions" to their

husbands, rather than mere wives. Instead of viewing women

as ornaments to society or property to be traded in marriage,

Wollstonecraft maintains that they are human beings deserving

of the same fundamental rights as men. Mary clearly explained

the connection which few others had made between the rights

of men and the situation of women. The publication stimulated

a new debate on sexual injustice; certainly there had been

others who had argued politically for women's rights, but the

topic had never been discussed at such length before and

Wollstonecraft's words were the first to enter mainstream

politics and conversation regardless of social class.

Female Teachers and Coeducation in Secondary Schools
As the school systems grew, a shortage of teachers developed for primary and secondary schools.

In 1833, the shortage rose to over 30,000. At the time most of the schoolteachers were male. It was

hard to find more male school teachers when there were many opportunities for them that paid

better than a school teacher's wages. Though there was some reluctance it became clear that hiring

female teachers was the solution to the shortage. Many were reluctant because this would mean a

great deal of women would begin working outside the home and skeptics claimed about a female

teacher would not be able to control the rowdy male students. In the end the shortage was relieved

because they were women who were eager to teach and Superintendents were now able to more

than double the amount of teachers without having to raise their budgets as female teachers were

paid as little as 1/3 of what male teachers made.

At the Seneca Falls women's rights conference in 1848, the women called for coeducation in public 

schools. There were many debates about coeducation, but in the end it became the norm because it 

was cheaper. By 1860, most states had set up public school systems which grew rapidly. Most were 

coeducational and included both primary and secondary schools.

Sarah Joseph Hale & Godey's Lady's Book
During the nineteenth century Godey’s Lady’s Book was perhaps the most popular magazine of its time. The magazine

included articles on fashion, health, architecture, beauty, gardening and cooking and emphasized that women’s place

was in the home, but it also played a large role in the promotion of women's education. In 1836, Sarah Josepha Hale

became the editor of the popular magazine. While Hale maintained that a woman’s place was in the home, she also

had progressive ideas about women’s education. Hale saw women as possessing moral superiority and she saw

education as a way to advance women’s moral aptitude. Hale used her position as editor of such a popular magazine

to promote the education of women. At it’s peak the magazine reached a circulation of over 150,000.

Colleges For Women
The first college to admit women was Oberlin College, chartered in 1833. Oberlin was founded by a group of abolitionists and from its

beginning admitted both African Americans and women. Although the college admitted women, their courses were still restricted. The “Ladies

Course” emphasized motherhood over careers. Facing both sexism and racism the first black woman to receive a degree, Mary Jane

Patterson, did not graduate until 1862, despite the fact that around 140 black women had studied at the school between the years 1835-1865.

Georgia Female College in Macon, Georgia was the first school for women to use the term “college.” The school was founded in 1836, and is

still open under the name it adopted in 1843, Wesleyan College.

Although Mount Holyoke was not officially labeled a “college” until 1893, the school met all the academic standards of a college. Chartered by

the state in 1836, Mount Holyoke Female Seminary opened in 1837 with approximately 80 students – and some 400 applicants were turned

away in 1838 for lack of space. Mary Lyon’s ideas set Mount Holyoke apart from the other seminaries of the time. She designed the school so

that middle-class girls would be able to afford it because she knew that would have a greater influence on changing standards for female

education. She required her students to participate in domestic work to keep the cost of tuition low. Students had to be at least 17 years of age

and pass entrance exams. It also demonstrated that women wanted a serious education, similar to that of men’s colleges. Her emphasis on

math and science was particularly unusual for a women’s school. Students at Mount Holyoke were required to take 7 courses in math and

science, which was unheard of at the time. Lyon’s students also went on learning field trips and attended lectures of famous scientists. She

personally taught chemistry and inspired her students to become researchers and science teachers. Another unusual activity was exercise:

Lyon strongly believed in exercise and required her students to walk and participate in calisthenics on a daily basis.

Vassar College was founded by Mathew Vassar in 1861. Vassar was the first college to maintain academic quality and a curriculum which was

comparable to that of men’s colleges. Most of the college’s administrators were male but the majority of the professors were female. Vassar’s

students were from America’s wealthiest families due to the high tuition rates. The culture at Vassar reflected the elite background of its

students and in turn the school did not offer scholarships because it was thought that poor students would not live up to the high standards.

The school served as a pioneer for high quality women’s education but unfortunately was only available to the nation’s most elite women.

Popular Reasons in mid-1800’s for Not Educating Women 
* Women would suffer nervous breakdowns if they were to compete in a man’s world.

* They would be corrupted and lose their purity.

* Their reproductive systems may be harmed.

* A learned woman might be an unfit mother and wife.

* Education would masculinize women. 

* If men and women associated together in college they may begin to find each other less attractive.

Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Vindication_of_the_Rights_of_Woman, for Mary Wollstonecraft and https://www.nwhm.org/online-exhibits/education/1800s_1.htm for education topics

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Vindication_of_the_Rights_of_Woman
https://www.nwhm.org/online-exhibits/education/1800s_1.htm
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Angelina Grimké wrote her first tract, "Appeal to the Christian Women

of the South (1836)," to encourage southern women to join the

abolitionist movement for the sake of white womanhood as well as

black slaves.

Throughout their lives, the Grimké sisters traveled to the North,

lecturing about their firsthand experiences with slavery on their family's

plantation in South Carolina. Among the first American women to act

publicly in social reform movements, they were ridiculed for their

abolitionist activity. They became early activists in the women's rights

movement.

The Anti-Slavery Movement Gives Birth to 
the Women’s Rights Movement

Sarah Grimké and Angelina Grimké – Began advocating for Women’s 
rights when criticized for speaking to mixed audiences about abolition

Lucy Stone

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott

Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Vindication_of_the_Rights_of_Woman, for Mary Wollstonecraft and https://www.nwhm.org/online-exhibits/education/1800s_1.htm for education topics

During the Civil War, Lucy Stone, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Martha Coffin

Wright, Amy Post, Antoinette Brown Blackwell, Ernestine Rose, and Angelina Grimké Weld

formed the Woman's National Loyal League in 1863. The group held a convention in New York

City, and resolved to fight for full emancipation and enfranchisement of African Americans. In

1864, the organization gathered 400,000 signatures to petition the United States Congress,

significantly assisting in the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment abolishing slavery.

Angry for not being seated as 
an American delegate at the 
World Anti-Slavery 
Convention in London, held 
the Seneca Falls Conference 
on Women’s Rights in 1848 
documenting the Declaration 
of Rights and Sentiments

Earned her living lecturing on abolition 4 days a week and 
Women’s rights the rest of the week.  By 1851, she focused on 
Women’s rights, lecturing on abolition on Sundays only.

Stone lectured on women’s rights throughout the growing 

country, focusing on new states yet to decide on slavery and 

qualifications for voters. She spoke in:

Massachusetts

Maine

New Hampshire

Vermont

Connecticut

Rhode Island

New York

Pennsylvania

Delaware

New Jersey

Washington, D.C.

Ohio

Indiana

Illinois

Michigan

Wisconsin

Ontario

This conference and the 

associated Declaration of 

Sentiments is recognized as 

the start of the Women’s 

Rights Movement.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Vindication_of_the_Rights_of_Woman
https://www.nwhm.org/online-exhibits/education/1800s_1.htm


~ by Angelina Grimke



–

~ by William Lloyd Garrison
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Seneca Falls Conference – 1848
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, two American activists in the movement to abolish slavery called together the first conference to address

Women's rights and issues in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. Part of the reason for doing so had been that Mott had been refused permission to speak at the

world anti-slavery convention in London, even though she had been an official delegate. Applying the analysis of human freedom developed in the Abolitionist

movement, Stanton and others began to formalize the Women’s rights movement.

The Declaration of the Seneca Falls Convention, using the model of the US Declaration of Independence, forthrightly demanded that the rights of women as

right-bearing individuals be acknowledged and respected by society. It was signed by sixty-eight women and thirty-two men.

Declaration of  Rights and Sentiments
When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have

hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that impel

them to such a course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty,

and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of Government

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation on such

principles, and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established

should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly, all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right

themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them

under absolute despotism, it is their duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this

government, and such is now the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station to which they are entitled.

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To

prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.

He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men—both natives and foreigners.

Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.

He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.

He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes with impunity, provided they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, she

is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and purposes, her master—the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer

chastisement.

He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes of divorce; in case of separation, to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given; as to be wholly

regardless of the happiness of women—the law, in all cases, going upon the false supposition of the supremacy of man, and giving all power into his hands.

After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single and the owner of property, he has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property can be

made profitable to it.

He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted to follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration. He closes against her all the avenues to

wealth and distinction, which he considers most honorable to himself. As a teacher of theology, medicine, or law, she is not known.

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education—all colleges being closed against her.

He allows her in Church as well as State, but a subordinate position, claiming Apostolic authority for her exclusion from the ministry, and, with some exceptions, from any public

participation in the affairs of the Church.

He has created a false public sentiment, by giving to the world a different code of morals for men and women, by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society, are not

only tolerated but deemed of little account in man.

He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for her a sphere of action, when that belongs to her conscience and her God.

He has endeavored, in every way that he could to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependant and abject life.

Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their social and religious degradation,—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because

women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which

belong to them as citizens of these United States.

In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of misconception, misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality within our power to

effect our object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts, petition the State and national Legislatures, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in our behalf. We hope this

Convention will be followed by a series of Conventions, embracing every part of the country.

The Resolutions 

Whereas, the great precept of nature is conceded to be, “that man shall pursue his own true and substantial happiness,” Blackstone, in his Commentaries, remarks, that this law of Nature

being coeval with mankind, and dictated by God himself, is of course superior in obligation to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times; no human laws

are of any validity if contrary to this, and such of them as are valid, derive all their force, and all their validity, and all their authority, mediately and immediately, from this original;

Therefore,

Resolved, That such laws as conflict, in any way, with the true and substantial happiness of woman, are contrary to the great precept of nature, and of no validity; for this is “superior in

obligation to any other.”

Resolved, That all laws which prevent woman from occupying such a station in society as her conscience shall dictate, or which place her in a position inferior to that of man, are

contrary to the great precept of nature, and therefore of no force or authority.

Resolved, That woman is man’s equal—was intended to be so by the Creator, and the highest good of the race demands that she should be recognized as such.

Resolved, That the women of this country ought to be enlightened in regard to the laws under which they live, that they may no longer publish their degradation, by declaring themselves

satisfied with their present position, nor their ignorance, by asserting that they have all the rights they want.

Resolved, That inasmuch as man, while claiming for himself intellectual superiority, does accord to woman moral superiority, it is preeminently his duty to encourage her to speak, and

teach, as she has an opportunity, in all religious assemblies.

Resolved, That the same amount of virtue, delicacy, and refinement of behavior, that is required of woman in the social state, should also be required of man, and the same transgressions

should be visited with equal severity on both man and woman.

Resolved, That the objection of indelicacy and impropriety, which is so often brought against woman when she addresses a public audience, comes with a very ill grace from those who

encourage, by their attendance, her appearance on the stage, in the concert, or in the feats of the circus.

Resolved, That woman has too long rested satisfied in the circumscribed limits which corrupt customs and a perverted application of the Scriptures have marked out for her, and that it is

time she should move in the enlarged sphere which her great Creator has assigned her.

Resolved, That it is the duty of the women of this country to secure to themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise.

Resolved, That the equality of human rights results necessarily from the fact of the identity of the race in capabilities and responsibilities.

Resolved, therefore, That, being invested by the Creator with the same capabilities, and the same consciousness of responsibility for their exercise, it is demonstrably the right and duty

of woman, equally with man, to promote every righteous cause, by every righteous means; and especially in regard to the great subjects of morals and religion, it is self-evidently her

right to participate with her brother in teaching them, both in private and in public, by writing and by speaking, by any instrumentalities proper to be used, and in any assemblies proper

to be held; and this being a self-evident truth, growing out of the divinely implanted principles of human nature, any custom or authority adverse to it, whether modern or wearing the

hoary sanction of antiquity, is to be regarded as self-evident falsehood, and at war with the interests of mankind.“

Source: Sally McMillen, Seneca Falls and the Origins of the Women's Rights Movement (Pivotal Moments in American History) (Oxford University Press, Inc., 2008), pages 237-240.



National Women’s Rights Convention – Harper’s Weekly – June 11, 1859



In the fall of 1851, Lucy Stone wore a new style of dress, consisting of a

loose, short jacket and a pair of baggy trousers under a skirt that fell a few

inches below the knees. The dress was a product of the health-reform

movement and intended to replace the fashionable French dress of a tight

bodice over a whalebone-fitted corset, and a skirt that dragged several

inches on the floor, worn over several layers of starched petticoats with

straw or horsehair sewn into the hems. Ever since the fall of 1849, when

the Water-Cure Journal urged women to invent a style of dress that would

allow them the free use of their legs, women across the country had been

wearing some form of pants and short skirt, generally called the “Turkish

costume” or the “American dress.” Most wore it as a walking or gardening

dress, but a letter writer to the National Woman’s Rights Convention urged

women to adopt it as common attire.

By the spring of 1851, women in several states were wearing the dress in

public.[49] In March, Amelia Bloomer, editor of the temperance newspaper

The Lily, announced that she was wearing it and printed a description of

her dress along with instructions on how to make it. Soon newspapers had

dubbed it the “Bloomer dress” and the name stuck.

When Stone lectured in the dress in the fall of 1851, hers was the first

Bloomer most of her audiences had ever seen. But by then, the dress had

become controversial. Although newspapers had initially praised the

practicality of the new style, they soon turned to ridicule and

condemnation, now viewing the trousers as a usurpation of the symbol of

male authority. Many women retreated in the face of criticism, but Stone

continued to wear the short dress exclusively for the next three years. She

also wore her hair short, cut just below her jaw line. After Stone lectured in

New York City in April 1853, the report of her speeches in the Illustrated

News was accompanied by this engraving of Stone in the Bloomer dress.

An engraving of Lucy Stone wearing bloomers was published in 

Illustrated News, May 28, 1853.

Lucy Stone lectured in “Bloomers”

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Stone

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Stone


This 1856 cartoon seeks to stigmatize the Fremont campaign and the Republican party by associating them with the "Isms"  (such as slavery abolitionism, alcohol 
prohibitionism, pacifism, socialism, and after 1848, feminism), most of which were politically very controversial at the time.



Lucy Stone helped organize the first

eight national conventions, presided

over the seventh, and was secretary of

the Central Committee for most of the

decade.
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National Women’s Rights Conventions

Paulina Kellogg Wright Davis helped

organize and presided over the first

two conventions, and was president

of the Central Committee for most of

the decade.

1850 – Worcester Some 900 people showed up for the first

session, men forming the majority, with several newspapers

reporting over 1,000 attendees by the afternoon of the first day, and

more turned away outside. Delegates came from 11 states, including

one delegate from California – a state only a few weeks old.

1851 – Worcester Ernestine Rose said of woman that "At

marriage she loses her entire identity, and her being is said to

have become merged in her husband. Has nature thus merged it?

Has she ceased to exist and feel pleasure and pain? When she

violates the laws of her being, does her husband pay the penalty?

When she breaks the moral law does he suffer the punishment?

When he satisfies his wants, is it enough to satisfy her nature?...What

an inconsistency that from the moment she enters the compact in

which she assumes the high responsibility of wife and mother, she

ceases legally to exist and becomes a purely submissive being. Blind

submission in women is considered a virtue, while submission to

wrong is itself wrong, and resistance to wrong is virtue alike in

women as in man.“

1852 – Syracuse Susan B. Anthony and Matilda Joslyn Gage

made their first public speeches on women's rights and Lucy Stone

wore a trousered dress often referred to as "bloomers".

1853 – Cleveland In a letter read aloud, William Henry Channing

suggested that the convention issue its own Declaration of Women's

Rights and petitions to state legislatures seeking woman suffrage,

equal inheritance rights, equal guardianship laws, divorce for

wives of alcoholics, tax exemptions for women until given the

right to vote, and right to trial before a jury of female peers.

1854 – Philadelphia Susan B. Anthony spoke to urge attendees to

petition their state legislatures for laws giving women equal rights.

Henry Grew took the speaker's platform to condemn women who

demanded equal rights.

1855 – Cincinnati Lucy Stone spoke for the right of each person to

establish for themselves which sphere, domestic or public, they

should be active in. A heckler interrupted the proceedings, calling

female speakers "a few disappointed women.“

1856 – New York Lucy Stone recounted the recent progress in

women's property rights laws passing in nine states, as well as a

limited ability for widows in Kentucky to vote for school board

members. She noted with satisfaction that the new Republican Party

was interested in female participation during the 1856 elections.

1858 – New York William Lloyd Garrison proposed not only that

women should serve as elected officials, but that the number of

female legislators should equal that of male. Frederick Douglass,

Lucy Stone, Reverend Antoinette Brown Blackwell, Reverend

Thomas Wentworth Higginson and Lucretia Mott spoke. Stephen

Pearl Andrews startled the assemblage by advocating free love and

unconventional approaches to marriage. He hinted at birth control

by insisting that women should have the right to put a limit on "the

cares and sufferings of maternity.“ Eliza Farnham presented her view

that women were superior to men, a concept that was hotly

debated.

1859 – New York Caroline Wells Healey Dall read out the

resolutions including one intended to be sent to every state

legislature, urging that body to "secure to women all those rights and

privileges and immunities which in equity belong to every citizen of a

republic.“

1860 – New York 600–800 attendees. A recent legislative victory

in New York was praised, one which gave women joint custody of

their children and sole use of their personal property and wages.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Antoinette Brown Blackwell called for

legislation on marriage reform; they wanted laws that would give

women the right to separate from or divorce a husband who had

demonstrated drunkenness, insanity, desertion or cruelty.

Convention Objective - "to secure for [woman] political, legal, and social equality with man, until her proper sphere

is determined by what alone should determine it, her powers and capacities, strengthened and refined by an

education in accordance with her nature".

Frederick Douglass was strongly in

favor of women's right to vote.

Lucretia Mott was a guiding light of

the conventions, and presided over

two of them.

Ernestine Louise Rose spoke at many

conventions, and was chosen

president in 1854.

Wendell Phillips spoke powerfully at

many conventions, and was in charge

of the finances

Frances Dana Barker Gage was

surprised to be chosen president,

saying "...I have never in my life

attended a regular business meeting..."

Martha Coffin Wright served twice as

president.

Susan B. Anthony spoke at every

convention from 1852 onward, and

served as president in 1858.

Civil War – The coming of the American Civil War ended the annual National

Women's Rights Convention and focused women's activism on the issue of

emancipation for slaves. The New York state legislature repealed in 1862 much of the

gain women had made in 1860.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Women%27s_Rights_Convention

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Women's_Rights_Convention


~ by Lucy Stone

In a speech given at the 1850 National Women's Rights Convention



~ by Ernestine Rose at the 1852 National Women’s Rights Convention



~ Reported in the Liberator published by William Lloyd Garrison on the address 
made by Lucy Stone and Wendell Phillips to the Massachusetts convention’s 

Committee on Qualifications of Voters on May 27, 1853. 



~ An 1853 Indianapolis newspaper report on Stone’s lecture 



~ by Sojourner Truth

"Mob Convention—September 7, 1853: 

At the convention, young men greeted her with "a perfect storm,” hissing and groaning. 



~ by Lucy Stone at the 1855 National Women’s Rights Convention
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Sojourner Truth
Abolitionist – Women's Rights Activist – Born into Slavery

Born Isabella Baumfree, c. 1797 – Swartekill, NY

Died  November 26, 1883 – Battle Creek, MI

An African-American abolitionist and women's rights activist.

Truth was born into slavery in Swartekill, Ulster County, New

York, but escaped with her infant daughter to freedom in 1826.

After going to court to recover her son, in 1828 she became the

first black woman to win such a case against a white man.

She gave herself the name Sojourner Truth in 1843. Her best-

known speech was delivered extemporaneously, in 1851, at the

Ohio Women's Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio. The speech

became widely known during the Civil War by the title "Ain't I a

Woman?," a variation of the original speech re-written by

someone else using a stereotypical Southern dialect; whereas

Sojourner Truth was from New York and grew up speaking

Dutch as her first language. During the Civil War, Truth helped

recruit black troops for the Union Army; after the war, she tried

unsuccessfully to secure land grants from the federal

government for former slaves.

In 2014, Truth was included in Smithsonian magazine's list of the

"100 Most Significant Americans of All Time".

• 1826, Truth escaped to freedom with

her infant daughter, Sophia. She had

to leave her other children behind

because they were not legally freed in

the emancipation order until they had

served as bound servants into their

twenties. The state of New York

began, in 1799, to legislate the

abolition of slavery, although the

process of emancipating New York

slaves was not complete until July 4,

1827.

• 1844, she joined the Northampton

Association of Education and Industry

in Northampton, Massachusetts.

Founded by abolitionists, the

organization supported women's

rights and religious tolerance as well

as pacifism. There were, in its four-

and-a-half year history a total of 240

members though no more than 120 at

any one time.

• 1850, William Lloyd Garrison privately

published her book, The Narrative of

Sojourner Truth: A Northern Slave.

• 1851 to 1853, Truth worked with

Marius Robinson, the editor of the

Ohio Anti-Slavery Bugle, and traveled

around that state speaking.

• 1853, she spoke at a suffragist "mob

convention" at the Broadway

Tabernacle in New York City; that

year she also met Harriet Beecher

Stowe.

• 1856, she traveled to Battle Creek,

Michigan, to speak to a group called

the "Friends of Human Progress.“

• 1864, Truth was employed by the

National Freedman's Relief

Association in Washington, D.C.,

where she worked diligently to

improve conditions for African-

Americans. In October of that year,

she met President Abraham Lincoln.

• 1865, while working at the

Freedman's Hospital in Washington,

Truth rode in the streetcars to help

force their desegregation.

• 1870, Truth tried to secure land

grants from the federal government to

former slaves, a project she pursued

for seven years without success.

While in Washington, D.C., she had a

meeting with President Ulysses S.

Grant in the White House.

• 1872, she returned to Battle Creek

and tried to vote in the presidential

election, but was turned away at the

polling place.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sojourner_Truth

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sojourner_Truth
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Lucy Stone

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Stone

Lucy Stone
Orator – Abolitionist – Suffragist – Organizer – Publisher

Born August 13, 1818 – West Brookfield, Massachusetts 

Died  October 19, 1893 – Boston, Massachusetts

• 1836, Stone learned of a controversy

referred to as the “woman question” –

shaping her evolving philosophy on

women’s rights.

• 1843, Stone entered Oberlin College

believing that women should vote and

assume political office, that women should

study the classic professions and that

women should be able to speak their

minds in a public forum. Oberlin College

did not share all of these sentiments.

• 1845, Stone fought for and won equal pay

for teaching at Oberlin College.

• 1846, Stone informed her family of her

intention to become a woman’s rights

lecturer. She would support her causes

and husband using income earned

lecturing.

• 1847, Stone become the first female

college graduate from Massachusetts.

• 1848, Stone became a lecturing agent for

the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society

• 1849, Stone and Lucretia Mott held

Pennsylvania’s first women’s rights

meeting.

• 1850 -1858, Stone took a leading part in

organizing the National Women’s Rights

Conventions.

• 1851, Stone began to lecture on women’s

rights full-time confining her antislavery

work to Sundays only.

• 1853, Stone accepted Henry Blackwell's

offer to arrange a lecturing tour for her in

the western states – over 13 weeks, she

gave over 40 lectures in 13 cities.

• 1854 – 1858, Stone lectured on women’s

rights in Massachusetts, Maine, New

Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode

Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware,

New Jersey, Washington, D.C., Ohio,

Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and

Ontario.

• 1855, Stone marries Henry Browne

Blackwell, but refuses to take the Blackwell

name.

• 1857, Stone had a daughter, Alice Stone

Blackwell.

• 1858, Stone refused to pay taxes on her

house explaining that taxing women while

denying them the right to vote was a

violation of America’s founding principles.

• 1866, Stone helped form the American

Equal Rights Association whose main goal

was to achieve equal voting rights for

people of either gender and any race.

• 1869, Stone founded the American Woman

Suffrage Association to get the fifteenth

amendment passed after which the effort

would be redoubled to win women the

vote, breaking from Stanton and Anthony.

• 1870, Stone founded the Woman’s Journal

a publication voicing concerns of the

AWSA.

• 1893, Stone gave her last public speeches

at the World's Congress of Representative

Women, with almost 500 women from 27

countries speaking at 81 meetings, and

attendance topping 150,000 at the week-

long event.

A prominent American orator, abolitionist, suffragist, and a vocal advocate

and organizer promoting rights for women. In 1847, Stone became the first

woman from Massachusetts to earn a college degree. She spoke out for

women's rights and against slavery at a time when women were

discouraged and prevented from public speaking. Stone was known for

using her maiden name after marriage, as the custom was for women to

take their husband's surname.

Stone's organizational activities for the cause of women's rights yielded

tangible gains in the difficult political environment of the 19th century.

Stone helped initiate the first National Women's Rights Convention and she

supported and sustained it annually, along with a number of other local,

state and regional activist conventions. Stone spoke in front of a number of

legislative bodies to promote laws giving more rights to women. She

assisted in establishing the Woman's National Loyal League to help pass

the Thirteenth Amendment and thereby abolish slavery, after which she

helped form the American Woman Suffrage Association, which built

support for a woman suffrage Constitutional amendment by winning

woman suffrage at the state and local levels.

Stone wrote extensively about a wide range of women's rights, publishing

and distributing speeches by herself and others, and convention

proceedings. In the long-running and influential Woman's Journal, a weekly

periodical that she founded and promoted, Stone aired both her own and

differing views about women's rights. Called "the orator", the "morning star"

and the "heart and soul" of the women's rights movement, Stone influenced

Susan B. Anthony to take up the cause of women's suffrage. Elizabeth

Cady Stanton wrote that "Lucy Stone was the first person by whom the

heart of the American public was deeply stirred on the woman question."

Together, Anthony, Stanton, and Stone have been called the 19th-century

"triumvirate" of women's suffrage and feminism.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Stone
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton
Writer – Suffragist – Women's Rights Activist – Abolitionist

Born November 12, 1815 – Johnstown, New York

Died  October 26, 1902 – New York City, New York

• Stanton was formally educated. She attended

Johnstown Academy, in co-educational

classes where she could compete

intellectually and academically with boys her

age and older. She studied Latin, Greek,

mathematics, religion, science, French, and

writing until the age of 16.

• 1830, Stanton attended Troy Female Seminary

• 1840, Stanton married Henry Brewster

Stanton. They spent their honeymoon at the

World Antislavery Convention and where she

became friends with Lucretia Mott.

• 1842-1856, 1859, Stanton bore 7 children

• 1848, Stanton and Mott organized a women's

rights convention at Seneca Falls, New York.

Stanton wrote the Seneca Falls Declaration of

Sentiments.

• 1851, Stanton was introduced to Susan B.

Anthony on a street in Seneca Falls by Amelia

Bloomer

• 1852–1853, Stanton and Anthony were

instrumental in founding Woman's State

Temperance Society. Stanton scandalized

many supporters by suggesting that

drunkenness be made sufficient cause for

divorce.

• Anthony had the time and energy to do the

speaking and traveling that Stanton was

unable to do. Their skills complemented each

other; Stanton, the better orator and writer,

scripted many of Anthony's speeches, while

Anthony was the movement's organizer and

tactician.

• Stanton and Anthony broke with their

abolitionist backgrounds and lobbied strongly

against ratification of the Fourteenth and

Fifteenth Amendments to the United States

Constitution, which granted African American

men the right to vote.

• 1866, Stanton and other suffragists drafted a

universal suffrage petition demanding that the

right to vote be given without consideration of

sex or race.

• 1869, disagreeing over ratification of the

Fifteenth Amendment, Anthony and Stanton

founded the National Woman Suffrage

Association and championed a number of

women's issues that were deemed too radical

by more conservative members of the suffrage

movement, including gender-neutral divorce

laws, a woman's right to refuse her husband

sexually, increased economic opportunities for

women, and the right of women to serve on

juries.

• 1872, Stanton and Anthony took the position

that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments

actually did give women the right to vote. They

each tried to cast their vote in elections.

• 1881-85, She wrote the History of Woman

Suffrage with Anthony and Matilda Joslyn

Gage

• 1890s, Stanton believed organized Christianity

relegated women to an unacceptable position

in society and wrote The Woman's Bible.

An American suffragist, social activist, abolitionist, and leading figure of

the early women's rights movement. Her Declaration of Sentiments,

presented at the Seneca Falls Convention held in 1848 in Seneca

Falls, New York, is often credited with initiating the first organized

women's rights and women's suffrage movements in the United States.

Stanton was an active abolitionist with her husband, Henry Brewster

Stanton and cousin, Gerrit Smith. Stanton addressed various issues

pertaining to women beyond voting rights. Her concerns included

women's parental and custody rights, property rights, employment and

income rights, divorce, the economic health of the family, and birth

control. She was also an outspoken supporter of the 19th-century

temperance movement.

After the American Civil War, Stanton's commitment to female suffrage

caused a schism in the women's rights movement when she, together

with Susan B. Anthony, declined to support passage of the Fourteenth

and Fifteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution. She

opposed giving added legal protection and voting rights to African

American men while women, black and white, were denied those same

rights. Her position on this issue, led to the formation of two separate

women's rights organizations that were finally rejoined, with Stanton as

president of the joint organization, approximately twenty years after her

break from the original women's suffrage movement.

Stanton authored The Woman's Bible and her autobiography Eighty

Years and More, along with many articles and pamphlets concerning

female suffrage and women's rights.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Cady_Stanton

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Cady_Stanton
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Lucretia Coffin Mott
Quaker – Abolitionist – Women's Rights – Activist Social Reformer

Born January 3, 1793 – Nantucket, Massachusetts

Died  November 11, 1880 – Cheltenham, Pennsylvania

• 1811, Lucretia married James Mott,

they had 6 children who all became

active in the antislavery and other

reform movements.

• 1821, Mott became a Quaker

minister, noted for her speaking

abilities.

• 1827, Mott was strongly opposed to

slavery, and advocated not buying

the products of slave labor, which

prompted her husband to get out of

the cotton trade around 1830.

• 1833, James Mott helped found the

American Anti-Slavery Society.

Lucretia Mott was the only woman

to speak at the organizational

meeting in Philadelphia.

• 1833, Mott and other white and

black women founded the

Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery

Society.

• Among proslavery forces Mott was

denounced as a racial

"amalgamator" and more than once

was threatened by unruly, violent

mobs.

• 1837, 1838, 1839, Mott attended all

three national Anti-Slavery

Conventions of American Women.

• 1848, at the National Convention of

the Liberty Party, 5 of the 84 voting

delegates cast their ballots for

Lucretia Mott to be their party's

candidate for the Office of U.S. Vice

President.

• 1848, Mott and Stanton organized a

women's rights convention at

Seneca Falls, New York. Mott

signed the Seneca Falls

Declaration of Sentiments.

• 1850, Mott published her influential

Discourse on Woman She believed

women’s roles within society

reflected limited education rather

than innate inferiority. She

advocated equal economic

opportunity and supported

women’s equal political status,

including suffrage.

• 1864, Mott helped found

Swarthmore College.

• 1866, Mott joined with Stanton,

Anthony, and Stone to establish the

American Equal Rights Association.

• 1867, Mott helped form the Free

Religious Association in Boston

• Mott tried to heal the breach

between Stanton, Anthony and

Lucy Stone over the immediate

goal of the women's movement:

suffrage for freedmen and all

women, or suffrage for freedmen

first?

• 1870, Mott became president of the

Pennsylvania Peace Society.

Lucretia Mott was a women's rights activist, abolitionist, and religious reformer.

As a Quaker preacher, Mott spoke from the divine light within, and she never

wrote down her sermons or speeches. She seldom wrote anything for

publication. Yet her speaking abilities made her an important abolitionist,

feminist, and reformer. Mott was strongly opposed to slavery and a supporter

of William Lloyd Garrison and his American Anti-Slavery Society.

Lucretia Mott spoke frequently on the underlying unity of the various reforms

she advocated. She urged the development of women's mental powers and

their admission into the professions and promoted reform of all laws that were

detriments to women's access to equal property rights, education, and the

like. Women's inability to vote, she maintained, was only one of many

roadblocks. Unlike some of her contemporaries, however, Mott refused to

claim the moral superiority of women but was instead dedicated to achieving

equality for all of America's disadvantaged and disenfranchised, including

Indians, women, slaves, and free blacks. Increasingly libertarian in her

religious interpretations, Mott grew to believe that a new spirit was at work in

the world that demanded active involvement in reform. An enormously

inspirational speaker and a tireless organizer, Lucretia Mott was one of her

country's earliest, and most radical, feminists and reformers.

She was dedicated to women's rights, publishing her influential Discourse on

Woman and founding Swarthmore College as a co-educational institution. She

remained a central figure in the abolition and suffrage movement until her

death.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucretia_Mott and http://www.anb.org/articles/15/15-00494.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucretia_Mott
http://www.anb.org/articles/15/15-00494.html
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Women’s Rights… or lack thereof

Sources: https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/womens-history/essays/legal-status-women-1776%E2%80%931830. Written by Marylynn Salmon, author of Women and the Law of Property in Early America 
(1989) and The Limits of Independence: American Women, 1760–1800 (1998)

Unmarried women, including widows, were called “femes soles,” or “women alone.” They had the 

legal right to live where they pleased and to support themselves in any occupation that 

did not require a license or a college degree restricted to males. Single women could 

enter into contracts, buy and sell real estate, or accumulate personal property, which 

was called personalty. It consisted of everything that could be moved—cash, stocks and 

bonds, livestock, and, in the South, slaves. So long as they remained unmarried, women 

could sue and be sued, write wills, serve as guardians, and act as executors of estates. 

These rights were a continuation of the colonial legal tradition. But the revolutionary 

emphasis on equality brought some important changes in women’s inheritance rights. 

State lawmakers everywhere abolished primogeniture and the tradition of double shares 

of a parent’s estate, inheritance customs that favored the eldest son. Instead, equal 

inheritance for all children became the rule—a big gain for daughters.

Marriage changed women’s legal status dramatically. When women married, they still had legal 

rights but no longer had autonomy. Instead, they found themselves in positions of almost 

total dependency on their husbands which the law called coverture. Coverture was 

based on the assumption that a family functioned best if the male head of a household 

controlled all of its assets. All personalty a woman brought to her marriage or earned 

during marriage, including wages, became her husband’s. He could manage it or give it 

away, as he chose, without consulting her.

A married woman had the right to be maintained in a manner commensurate with her husband’s 

social status. If he refused to provide for her appropriately, she could sue and win 

support from the courts. 

One of the most important rights of a married woman was dower, which was designed to provide 

her with support during widowhood. It consisted of a life estate in one-third of the 

husband’s real property if there were children and one half if there were not. A “life 

estate” did not mean actual ownership of the property. It was meant only to provide for 

the wife as her husband would have done had he lived, under a legal system that 

recognized her position of dependency within the family. When a widow died, her dower 

lands descended automatically to her husband’s heirs or to his creditors. A solvent 

husband could leave his widow more than dower if he chose to. 

Women who owned property did not have the right to vote, but still had the ‘right’ to pay taxes

All of the new states recognized the need to end unhappy marriages. The choice of appropriate 

remedies varied considerably. Some states, particularly in the South, only allowed 

separate residence with alimony (called divorce from bed and board). Other states 

granted absolute divorce with the right of the innocent party to remarry. 

Child-custody rights changed after the Revolution. The courts were increasingly willing to bypass 

colonial precedents that favored men in custody disputes. Instead, they placed young 

children and daughters (although not sons) under the care of mothers. 

Abortion before "quickening," the first signs of fetal movement, usually during the second 

trimester, was generally considered acceptable. The first American abortion law was 

enacted in 1821 by Connecticut in response to new questionable ‘potions’ becoming 

popular.

A woman's marital status determined her legal standing. State law rather than federal law
governed women’s rights. Under the law, women were decidedly dependent, subservient,
and unequal.

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/womens-history/essays/legal-status-women-1776%E2%80%931830
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