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29" Annual Church Street Stroll
December 1, 6 — 8PM

Co-Hosted by Historic Vienna, Inc. and
the Town of Vienna Parks and Recreation Department

This annual event includes the lighting of the Town tree, Santa’s
arrival in Vienna, and staged and strolling performances. As he
does each year, Santa Claus will arrive atop the Vienna
Volunteer Fire Department’s antique truck. After the lighting of
the tree and caboose lights, Santa will listen to the wishes of
boys and girls outside behind the Freeman Store and Museum.

Santa arrives at 6:15
Santa and Mayor light the tree and caboose lights at 6:20
Visit Santa at the Freeman Store and Museum
after the tree lighting

As usual, the Church Street merchants are opening their stores during
the stroll, with many offering special pricing and refreshments.

Fire pits will be placed on each block of Church Street with free
marshmallow roasting for all, along with Gingerbread person
decorating stations and optional contest.

Performers and Structures Open
Performers and Strollers
e  Vienna Community Band Brass Ensemble, led by Mayor Colbert

Green Hedges School Jazz Band
Louise Archer Elementary School
Vienna-Falls Chorus of Sweet Adelines
Melodia Music Studio
6°3” Men’s Strollers
Paul VI Fife & Drum Corps

Historic Structures Open
Freeman Store and Museum
Little Library Museum
Caboose with the Optimists Club of Greater Vienna
Train Depot with Northern Virginia Model Railroaders
Knights of Columbus (formerly First Baptist Church)
Vienna Presbyterian Church indoor activities

The event is free and open to the public. For more information,
contact the Freeman Store and Museum at 703 938 5187 or
email us at historicviennava@gmail.com.

| O" Instagram

@FreemanStore_Museum

Join our Facebook group
Historic Vienna Inc.

Santa visits the #
Freeman Store and ;L"'}:?"“‘
S
Museum '_ ?% )
Sunday, December 7, 12 to 2 PM h
and

Sunday, December 14, 12 to 2 PM

Visits with Santa are always free of charge.

Santa’s Special Chair is positioned next to the
gorgeous holiday tree in the upstairs parlor.

Temporary Upstairs Museum Exhibit
Now through December 21
“Determined:

The 400-Year Struggle for Black Equality”

" REMINDER

HVI Annual Memberships are from
January 1 to December 31.

Please use the form on the back or visit our website
to join or renew your membership now.
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Visit us at: 131 Church Street, NE, Vienna, VA 22180
703.938.5187
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From the Museum Committee

Determined — Temporary Exhibit

From November 15 through December 21 only, step into
the Freeman Store and Museum’s second floor for a unique
opportunity to be inspired, moved and connected to
Virginia’s history.

Explore the traveling exhibition “Determined” on loan
from the Virginia Museum of History and Culture
(VHMC). Determined: The 400-Year Struggle for Black
Equality traces four centuries of Black history in Virginia
through stories of extraordinary individuals who struggled
for equality and, in the process, profoundly shaped the
nature of American society and the meaning of our
collective ideals.

Developed by the VMHC and brought to you by Historic
Vienna this traveling exhibition is based on the original
Determined exhibition which was on display in Richmond
from June 22, 2019, to March 29, 2020. It was created to
mark the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first
enslaved Africans in British North America in 1619 and to
honor the enduring impact of Black Americans.

“We are determined to be people.” Martin Luther King,
Jr. from the speech, I've Been to the Mountaintop,
delivered on April 3, 1968 at Mason Temple, Memphis,
Tennessee

The Used Book Cellar team who created the World of
Books exhibit, has graciously removed a portion of their
exhibit in order to host the Determined exhibit upstairs.
The community has really enjoyed the World of Books
exhibit and the regular changes and updates that have been
made by the team. Do stop by and see it before it is fully
removed at the end of the year.

New Exhibits

New exhibits in the Freeman Store will be mounted
upstairs and in the hallway. The exhibits will celebrate the
country’s 250" anniversary and the 50™ anniversary of the
founding of Historic Vienna, Inc. We plan to highlight 50
items in our collection to celebrate our 50 years of
operation.

If you would like to help us with the planning or have any
items that might be included in these exhibits please email
us at historicviennava@gmail.com and include
information about and images of any interesting items so
that we can consider how they might fit in an exhibit. We

would like items related to the colonial era in Vienna,
Vienna history, and bicentennial celebrations. Please do
not bring any items to us at this time.

The Fairfax Resolves exhibit on the fence in the side yard
will be stored for the winter. It will be remounted in the
spring.

Look for a new exhibit mounted in the front window at
Vienna Rexall Drug Store.

The Town of Vienna has allocated space in the Community
Center near the elevator and stairs to display history related
exhibits. These exhibits change frequently. For the month
of December, we will present an exhibit on Santa Claus.

If you have an idea for a new exhibit or would like to help
us create new rotating exhibits for the Community Center,
please email us at historicviennava@gmail.com.

Historic Marker Researchers Needed!
Turn your love of Vienna into a permanent marker by
bringing history to life—one plaque at a time!

Are you interested in history or love uncovering local
stories? We're looking for volunteers to help research
historic markers in our area. This is a great opportunity to
learn more about our Town’s heritage, contribute to the
preservation of local history, and gain experience in
historical research and documentation.

Volunteers will be asked to: visit an area for a historic
marker, take notes and photos of the site, research the
location, people, events, and compile a short
report/summary based on your findings. No experience
necessary—just curiosity and a willingness to learn!

To volunteer, contact us at historicviennava@gmail.com or
703-938-5187.

Last Chance to Stop by the Little Library

The Little Library Museum is open on the 1% Sunday of the
month from 1 to 4PM March through December, during
events, and by appointment. The remaining planned days
for opening this year are:

December 1, Monday 6-8PM during the Stroll
December 7, Sunday 1 to 4PM

If you would like to volunteer as a docent or arrange for a
tour please email historicviennava@gmail.com.
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November 2025

United States 250% Celebrations

VA250 Love Sign in Vienna

As we continue to march towards America's
semiquincentennial year, Vienna250 has more events in
the works! The Virginia LOVE sign is coming to the
Town of Vienna at the Town Green Memorial Fountain
on Maple Avenue from December 29 to January 5. On the
afternoon of Sunday, January 4, the public is invited to
come to the fountain to ring bells and sing patriotic songs
to “Ring in the New Year with LOVE”. Residents are
also welcome to visit the LOVE sign anytime during its
visit and take photos. Be sure to tag #LoveVA and
#Vienna250 when you post your photos to social media.

American Revolution Virtual Discussion Group
Tuesdays, January 13, 27 and February 10.

As WETA airs segments of “The American Revolution”,
there will be a virtual movie discussion on the evenings
of January 13, 27 and February 10. This documentary
from Ken Burns, Sarah Botstein and David Schmidt is
now available to watch on WETA. Email
Vienna250th@gmail.com to RSVP for the documentary
virtual discussion group.

Virginia Women in the American Revolution
Planning is underway for the AAUW to present a readers’
theater program: Virginia Women of the American

Revolution as part of the Vienna250 celebrations. Profiles
of women on both sides of the conflict will be presented.
Madison High School drama students will be asked to
participate along with Vienna area residents. The AAUW
is aiming to present the program in March as part of
Women’s History Month.

ViennaVA250 Town Ornament
The Town of Vienna has created a special holiday
ornament for ViennaVA250. It will be on sale for $25
now through 2026. To reserve an ornament, email
Shelley.Kozlowski@viennava.gov.

Help Vienna Celebrate!

Planning for our country’s 250™ anniversary is under way.
Please email Tracy McCarty, Co-Chair of the Vienna250
Committee, at Vienna250th@gmail.com if you have
ideas for ways to celebrate and honor the founding of our

country.

250™ Events in Fairfax County

Here’s Fairfax County’s link to their events and plans for

the country’s 250" anniversary.
https://www.fxva.com/fairfax250/about/...

Special Events

HVI Calendar of Events

All events take place at the Freeman Store unless otherwise noted.

November 15 — December 22
Saturday, November 29, 12-4PM
Monday, December 1, 6PM
Sunday, December 7, 1-4PM
Sunday, December 7, 12-2PM
Sunday, December 14, 12-2PM

Special Exhibit: “Determined: The 400-Year Struggle for Black Equality”
Small Business Saturday Freeman Store open

Church Street Stroll — Freeman Store and Little Library Museum open
Little Library open 1-4PM

Santa visits the Freeman Store

Santa visits the Freeman Store and

Carolers from Saint Athanasius Lutheran Church on the side yard

Monday, December 29-January 5
January 1 to February 28

Sunday, January 4, afternoon
Tuesdays, January 13, 27, February 10
Sunday, February 8, 12-3PM

Sunday, March 1

Sunday, March 17, 2-4PM

TBD, March

VA250 Love sign in Vienna, at the Town Green fountain
Freeman Store and Museum open by appointment only

Ring in the New Year with LOVE, at the Town Green fountain
The American Revolution Virtual Discussion Group
Superbowl UBC Bag Sale

Freeman Store and Museum reopens with normal store hours
Grand Opening Reception

AAUW presents Virginia Women in the American Revolution

Please visit our website at www.historicviennainc.org for up to date information on the organization,

Freeman Store and Museum news, special events and museum exhibits.
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Caroling on the Side Lawn
On Sunday, December 14, from 12-2PM members of Saint Athanasius Lutheran Church will be singing carols on the side
lawn.

November 2025

Looking for the perfect gifts for
everyone on your nice list? Discover
our new ornaments, pottery, festive
holiday cards, and
tea flavors for this

holiday  season.
The shop is filled with the wonderful
scents of our holiday candles, sachets,
and pillows, creating a cozy seasonal
atmosphere you’ll love.

Our expanded toy section
now offers over 100
different types of toys —
something for every child
(and child at heart).

New Arrival!

We’re thrilled to feature an
exclusive design from Cat’s
Meow Village, a small, female-
owned company founded in
Wooster, Ohio, in 1982. Known
for their charming replicas of
historic and beloved buildings, they’ve created a special
Freeman Store & Museum piece — available as both an
ornament and a shelf sitter.

Do all your holiday shopping at the Freeman Store this year
and support local!

For the latest news on what’s new in the Store, be sure to
follow us on Instagram @FreemanStore_Museum. Or join
the Historic Vienna Inc. group on Facebook. The Freeman
Store and Museum is closing on December 31* for winter
break email us to make an appointment during January and
February.

& Remember: HVI Individual and Family Members receive a 10% discount on items purchased at the Freeman Store.

Superbowl Used Book Cellar Bag Sale —
Sunday, February 8" Noon to 3PM!

On Superbowl Sunday, start your celebrations at

our Used Book Cellar with our special bag sale.
Bags will be provided and you fill the bag for $8 a
bag. Children’s books are not included.

Used Book Cellar Birthday Bash Thanks!

Young

Take advantage of this cozy weather to curl &%
up with your favorite little one and read to
them.

Children's books make fantastic holiday gifts, and we
have books for all ages. Remember, no app can substitute
for your lap!

Once again with sunny blue skies, our 9th Used Book Cellar birthday celebration was populated with book lovers of all
ages. You won’t want to miss a special exhibit, opening on Saturday, November 15, 12 noon. A terrific selection of used
books, all related to America’s birthday and our history, traditions, happenings of note, biographies and other topics will be

available for purchase throughout next year.

Holiday giving is here, and the Cellar will also offer collections, unique books specifically displayed and wrapped for gift

giving.
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Thank you for your generous book donations! You and the community have made Historic Vienna’s fundraising immensely
successful!

E##5%  The Used Book Cellar accepts book donations all year round. Please refer to our website for specific information

on what and how to donate https://historicviennainc.org/used-book-cellar/ .

HVI Volunteers

Volunteer of the Year

Karla Goldman was honored and presented with the 2025 Volunteer-of-the-Year Award on Tuesday, October 7, at the HVI
Fall Membership Meeting. Susan Fay, Freeman Store Manager, presented the award to Karla with these comments: Karla
Jumps right in to help, often before being asked. She always says yes to whatever the Freeman Store needs. Her friendliness
shines as the official greeter during all our big events. Karla truly loves the Freeman Store! Susan then read a poem she
wrote about Karla’s contributions that brought tears to the eyes of the audience and Karla. Congratulations to Karla, our
2025 Volunteer Awardee!

We really appreciate Chuck Anderson, Michael Angove, Adele Asaro, John
Ball, Ken Bigley, Georgia Brown, Rossana Carney, Jim Carson, Phil
Charlwood, Mary Jane Cochrane, Patrick Coffey, Liz Colyar, Katie Conner,
Ann Davis, Mike Davis, Janice Dixon, Clover Doan, David Dunlap, Michele
Dunlap, Jackie Ehrman, Lisa Fay, Tom Fay, Andrea Fernandes, Cora
Gardner, Karla Goldman, Leslie Herman, Audry Kapitan, Bob Kitcher,
Marsha Komandt, Carl Kratzer, Patricia Kratzer, Caroline Kugler, Joy
Harrington, Kate Hosch, Donna Howton, the Langford Family, June Lassman,
Cherie Lejeune, Jim Lewis, Tammy Mannarino, Tracy McCarty, Allyson McGill,
Susan Miller, Krystyn Moon, John Moore, George Oberle, Renee Rodriguez,
MaryKay Ruwe, Joan Schrager, Lindsay Simon, Phil Simon, Sandra Steeves of
Providence Fairfax, Brad Swanson, Phil Simon, Greg Weaver, Elizabeth
Wonder, Mary Woods, and other volunteers who help throughout the year, and
all those who donate books to make our Used Book Cellar so successful.

Thank you!

Historic Vienna, Inc.
Thanks to the many volunteers and
supporters who make it possible
for us to achieve so much.

A special thank you to Ayr Hill Garden Club who each year beautifully decorates the Freeman Store and
Museum, the Little Library Museum, and our property for the holidays in time for the Church Street Stroll. We
also thank Wheat’s Landscaping for the Oktoberfest pumpkin display, Sally Stephens for decorating the doll
house, and Patrick Coffey for creating the new exhibit: ‘Vienna Then and Now’.

We ’re grateful for all of the help that the Town of Vienna staff gives Historic Vienna, including support for special events,
building repairs, technology and more.

If you are interested in supporting our initiatives, please email historicviennava@gmail.com. There is a wide variety of
ways that you can help throughout the year.



https://historicviennainc.org/used-book-cellar/
mailto:historicviennava@gmail.com

Page 6

Our Mission Statement
Historic Vienna, Inc. (HVI), established by the Vienna Town Council on April 6, 1976, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation
dedicated to:
e Preserving and promoting knowledge of Vienna’s heritage through the identification, preservation, and interpretation of
historically significant places, events, and persons.
e  Educating the public through permanent and revolving exhibits, outreach programs, and publications.
e Enhancing a spirit of community through an awareness of Vienna’s past.

Our Programs and Activities

e Sponsor traditional community events enhancing Vienna’s small-town atmosphere (e.g. visits with Santa, Church Street
Stroll, Walk on the Hill, traditional Teas)
Living exhibits that illustrate the way people lived (e.g. reenactments, demonstrations, entertainment)
The Freeman Store - experience a historic country store selling local history books, Virginia crafts, Vienna souvenirs,
pottery, decorative gifts, and old-fashioned toys and candy

e Guided tours of the Original Vienna Library, Freeman Store and museum exhibits

e Encourage preservation of Vienna’s history, historic sites, and artifacts (Freeman Store and Little Library operations,
museum exhibits, antiques appraisals, oral histories, preservation award, Vienna’s historic register)

Board of Directors
Historic Vienna, Inc. is led by a 15-member Board of Directors. Three members are appointed by the Town Council and twelve are
elected to three-year terms by the Membership at the Fall Membership Meeting. Officers are elected by the Board to one-year terms.

Anne Stuntz, President

Nancy Moats, Vice President Katie Newland, Secretary Leigh Kitcher, Treasurer
Mike Berger Dee Dee Carter Simeon Moats
Gloria Runyon O\N\' Steve Shannon Sylvia Taylor

Leslie Herman, Town Liaison

e
e® S T
o XO Preserve and celebrate Vienna’s history — Support Historic Vienna, Inc.
2\ Membership is from January 1 to December 31. There are at least 2 membership meetings per year.

Now you can join/renew or contribute online! Visit our website: www.historicviennainc.org.
Historic Vienna, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions and membership fees are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

[ 1 want to become a member. [J I want to renew my membership (renewals are due in January for 2026).
_Individual ($25) __ Family ($30) __ Group or Corporate (340)

[0 1 want to make a $ contribution to Historic Vienna, Inc. (100% tax deductible).
Make your check payable to: ~ Historic Vienna, Inc.
PO Box 53 Total amount enclosed: §
Vienna, VA 22183
Name Date
Street Address
City, State, Zip Code
Telephone Email Address

[ 1 want to volunteer. (Circle as many as you wish) Little Library Docent — Freeman Store Special Events — Book Sale — Oral Histories
O 1 have skills to share: Exhibits — Research — Graphics — Computer Skills — Other:
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